


Giki tools for schools palm oil
activity 6: what can we do?

slide 1: intro
We heard about the problems with palm oil and today is all about fixing the problems! Today we want to talk about what we can do!
slide 2: how we can make a difference
It is easy to think that what we do will have no effect, but we shouldn’t underestimate our power to change things, especially if we all work together. There are other schools and other children across the UK who are thinking about what they can do and if we all do our little bit, that can make a big difference!
slide 3: we can start at home in the kitchen
What if we look at everything we have at home?! We can check out our fridge – what about margarine, or spreads, or dips and sauces. And then we can check chocolate, biscuits and cakes. And how about snacks and food in the freezer. What about ice cream?
slide 4 bathroom
And then we can check our bathroom – what about soap and shampoos and toothpaste!
slide 5 at school
Note: If you have a tuck shop, you could start here. If not, talking to the catering staff to see if they buy in any food processed with palm oil.
Question suggestions:
a. Who should we talk to, to start off?
b.  What do we need to find out? 
c. What would we need to do to make the changes?
slide 6 contact companies to ask them to change
The companies who make our food and shampoos and toothpaste have a choice where they buy their ingredients from. They can choose sustainable palm oil. We could contact them to 
· We could write them letters
· We can email them 
· We can post a school message to them on social media, or make a video message asking them to change
· We could visit our local supermarket and ask them what they are doing about palm oil

Question suggestions:
d. How can we contact companies?
e. How can we make our voices heard?
f. How can we persuade them to change 
Ideas: 
Wwrite them an email, tweet them, make a video of the children asking them to change and post on social media.
Making changes at home: children could agree to encourage their families to change to sustainable or palm free. Different areas of the house can be tackled week by week and Giki can provide simple information that children can take home to help with this. A weekly or fortnightly session at school can encourage discussion around what they have learnt and any changes they have made. 
Making the school ‘orangutan friendly’. This essentially means ensuring that any food or cleaning / soap products used in school or sold in tuck shops is either palm free or uses sustainable palm. Products can be checked on the Giki app. In terms of cooking ingredients, it will involve working with chefs on any processed food they buy in, to ensure that it doesn’t contain regular palm oil. Separate information will be provided on this approach. 
Writing to companies: For those keen to campaign, children can choose particular companies to write to or contact via social media asking them to use sustainable palm oil. Giki can provide all the support and information and templates you need to help on this approach. Videos of children conveying their message, posted on social media can be very effective. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]In addition, the school could approach the local supermarket or store to find out what they are doing about sustainable palm oil.
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