
The School Run Scandal
Teacher Resource Pack



Global Action Plan: fuel the Clean Air movement so people 
across the UK are inspired to change their behaviour while 
organisations and policy makers step up to protect people’s 
health. Find out more at www.globalactionplan.org.uk

FIA Foundation: supports an international programme of 
activities promoting road safety, the environment and 
sustainable mobility, as well as funding motor sport safety 
research. Find out more at https://www.fia.com/fia-
foundation

Organisations behind the School 
Run Scandal

http://www.globalactionplan.org.uk/
https://www.fia.com/fia-foundation


Welcome

Welcome to this pack of teaching and learning resources 
which we hope will help you to work with your students to 
expose what we believe is the school run scandal, that car 
manufacturers won’t take action to protect children’s health 
without stricter regulation. 

The outcomes of this project will ensure the voices of those 
effected by poor air quality are heard by those who can 
make decisions to improve it for us all.

The resources included in this pack are designed to be 
flexible and student-led allowing you to continue innovative 
and influential projects with your students during these 
unprecedented times.  

This pack includes:
• Setting the scene: background to the school run scandal
• Five teacher activity mats
• Five student activity sheets

• What is air pollution? fact files
• How clean is the car really?
• Would we be better without cars?
• Advertising cars
• Writing to car companies



Setting the scene: background to the 
school run scandal
Did you know there are 31.9million licensed cars in the UK? 
Driven by sales, rather than the health of children we believe 
many of these cars were mis-sold to their current owners. 

Road transport is responsible for 80% of roadside NOx air 
pollution. Exposure to air pollution can cause a range of 
health issues in children including effects on lung function 
development, worsening of asthma, increases in asthma 
hospital admissions and it also plays a part in causing 
asthma in some individuals. Research is also beginning to 
point towards effects of air pollution on the developing 
brain, such as reduced memory function, but more research 
is needed.

For more information on the health impacts of air pollution 
visit cleanairhub.org.uk 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/882196/vehicle-licensing-statistics-2019.pdf
http://www.cleanairhub.org.uk/


Despite their role in this health crisis car companies aren’t 
taking responsibility. We believe they haven’t taken enough 
steps to address the pollution their cars produce or to 
educate their customers about the pollution produced by 
the cars they sell. 

For example: 
• The ‘dieselgate’ scandal which saw some car 

companies manipulate their emissions data illustrated 
the lengths to which some manufacturers will go to, to 
avoid changing their practices

• Manufacturers have only 30 battery and fuel cell electric 
models available to buy compared to about 370 
conventionally fuelled models

• Only 1.5% of manufacturers advertising spend was 
dedicated to zero emission models in the EU’s largest 
car markets

• When people want to buy an EV car manufacturers 
aren’t keeping up with demand, creating long wait times 
that don’t exist for non-EVs.

We believe car manufacturers need to play their part in 
enabling as many people as possible to switch to clean 
mobility, so those who can’t don’t have to. 
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https://uk-air.defra.gov.uk/data/gis-mapping/
https://www.trueinitiative.org/true-rating
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https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/governme

nt/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file

/876876/CCS155_CCS0320349160-

003_PM_letter_to_nation_on_coronovirus_Acces

sible.pdf

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/876876/CCS155_CCS0320349160-003_PM_letter_to_nation_on_coronovirus_Accessible.pdf
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