Giki Tools for schools – what is sustainable palm oil script
what is sustainable palm oil

Slide 1: Intro
We heard in assembly that it is possible to grow palm oil without causing lots of problems and environmental and wildlife impacts. This is called sustainable palm oil.
Today we are going to think about what that actually means!
Slide 2 what does sustainable actually mean?
Sustainable means doing things that do not cause harm to the environment for future generations. That means you! So if we are being sustainable, it means what we do will not cause environmental problems or destruction for you in the future.
Let’s look at these pictures. Which of these do you think is sustainable?
1. Cutting down forests – could we do this forever without causing damage in the future?
A: This would cause major problems – like making climate change worse, meaning animals have no home and may become extinct and also destroying lots of plants and trees. This would not be sustainable.
2. Growing Plants – could we do this forever without damaging the environment in the future? Yes, plants are generally good for the environment and provides homes for animals, food for us, as well as helping reduce climate change
3. Walking in the countryside – could we do this forever without damaging the environment in the future? Yes, walking does not cause long term damage to the environment.
4. Building more roads and more cars – could we go on building cars and roads all over the world in every corner without damaging the environment?
This is not sustainable – roads often destroy nature when built and cars cause lot of pollution which can be bad for our health. If we built more roads and more cars our earth will change for ever.
Notes: here we have selected images of activities which are and are not sustainable. Ask children which ones they think are sustainable.
Another simple way to describe sustainable is – could we do this forever without causing long term damage.
Slide 3 What happens when palm oil is grown unsustainably? 
Palm oil needs hot climates to grow and grows well in areas that were once rainforests. This means lots of rainforests have been cut down to grow palm oil.
Over half the rainforests in Indonesia have been cut down in the last 20 years!
When a forest is cut down to grow palm oil – this is unsustainable and produces palm oil which is not sustainable.
slide 4 animals affected
Here are some of the animals who live in these forests and who are losing their homes because of deforestation:
1. Bornean orangutan, 2, Bornean pygmy elephant, 3 Sumatran orangutan, 4. Sumatran rhino, 5 Sumatran tiger
Slide 5 pollution
Fires are often used to clear forests. This causes huge destruction and can also cause lots of pollution, which can cause health problems for local people from breathing in too much smoke.
Slide 6 People
Palm oil can also have negative effects on local people who live there. Although it can provide jobs and work for people, sometimes people lose their land, which is now used for growing palm oil and children are sometimes forced to work on palm oil plantations.
Slide 7 Introduce sustainable palm oil
Not all palm oil that appears in our cupboards, in our chocolates, our sandwiches, our toothpaste or our shampoo and bubble bath is bad though. It is possible to grow palm oil in a way that is not damaging
Slide 8
This palm oil is called sustainable palm oil
slide 9: what is sustainable palm oil
Sustainable palm oil has to be grown without cutting down forests. It is grown on land that is already used for farm land or agriculture
It needs to traceable. This mean that the company which makes your chocolate or your shampoos and bubble bath, needs to know where it comes from so that they can be sure it has been grown in a way that is not damaging.
It needs to be grown without damaging local wildlife’s habitat or homes – that means not cutting down the trees and forests they live in
Local communities and workers need to be treated fairly and properly.
Slide 10: How can we find sustainable palm oil?
It is difficult! Palm oil has hundreds of different names, and they are not always obviously palm oil. For example, Palmatic acid is palm oil, but you might not know it! There are two ways to find out more about sustainable palm oil:
· Look for the RSPO logo on packets. This shows palm oil is sustainable. 
· Check out the WWF website, they have lots of information on names for palm oil
· Look at Greenpeace’s work – they campaign against companies using unsustainable palm oil
· Or use Giki’s palm oil detector. This checks the ingredients for palm oil and then checks if it is made with sustainable palm oil. If it is, it gets a green badge!

slide 11
So it’s not all doom and gloom! We can all buy products with sustainable palm oil – and here are a few ideas to start off with!
Nutella used sustainable palm oil. Lacura is Aldi’s own brand and they use sustainable palm oil. Jordans use sustainable palm oil and Sainsbury’s own brand do too.
Here you could bring in a few examples of products as well to show them.
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