Reading Comprehension on deforestation 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Forests cover nearly one third of the world’s land area and more than two thirds of land-based animals live in forests.
Forests provide life to our planet and are crucial for humans, animals and plants. If we cut them down, this has many negative effects.
Deforestation affects orangutans and many other animals who live in them. As they lose their forest homes, orangutans often stray into farm land and palm oil plantations looking for food. Local farmers chase them away to protect their crops and livelihood, sometime with guns. This can be disastrous for orangutans.
100 years ago, most of Borneo, a major island in Indonesia and Malaysia was covered in forest. Borneo is the third largest island in the world. Half of this forest has now been lost, due to various factors, caused by humans, such as the growth in palm oil plantations and the timber (wood) trade.
Many animals such as tigers, orangutans and rhinoceros are threatened. Elephants and orangutans are particularly in danger because they need huge amounts of land and interconnected forests to live on. 
New protected areas will need to be created to protect them.

1. Why are forests important?










2. What are some of the causes of deforestation? 











3. What are the effects of deforestation?










[image: ]
Tools for Schools

image1.png




