


Giki tools for schools: palm oil
Palm oil Activity 2
Activity: Palm oil impacts
· Show the Giki film about how habitats and animals affected by palm oil
· Tell the story of an orangutan who lost his home and what this meant for him
Additional activities include:
· Children could each draw one of the affected animals in their proper rainforest habitat 
· Use colouring templates of animals (provided)
· Make animal masks (provided)
· Play ‘Who am I?’ (images provided,)
· For older children, we have created a reading comprehension deforestation 
All materials for these activities can be found in the folder: Activity Materials. You can choose to do one activity or combine them if time allows. A short description of each is provided below. 
Activity Explanation
We’ve learnt about how commonly palm oil is used. Today, we are going to look at why this causes problems and start thinking about what we can do! We will see why lots of animals need us to help them. Because, everyone of us can make a difference.
We will start by watching a short video and then we will look at which parts of the world and then we’ll hear about 2 orangutans called Poben and Adij. 
After that we will do some fun activities on some of the world’s amazing animals that are affected by palm oil.
Aim:
To bring to life the environmental and conservation impacts of our palm oil consumption, as detailed in activity 1, and how that impacts on the environment and animals
Possible questions to consider:
Why do you think we can’t grow palm oil in this country?
What can we do to make a difference?
Why do you think Orangutans are kept as pets? Why do you think it is illegal?
Why can’t orangutans just live on palm oil plantations?
Materials required:
Screen for viewing short film, on Youtube (or download the version we have provided). https://youtu.be/VKy6ltL4Kco
Ppt on orangutan stories and script
Paper / pens / paint for additional activities
Reading comprehension worksheet for older children
Teachers notes:
In some regions palm oil plantations have caused widespread deforestation which is a key contributor to climate change. These forests are also home to protected species and places of great natural biodiversity with the resulting habitat loss leading some species, such as orangutans, to the edge of extinction. Lack of consultation with local communities about what happens to their land and worker rights are also a risk on some palm oil plantations.
However, unsustainable palm oil leads to a number of serious issues.
· Large scale deforestation. Palm trees thrive in humid conditions with Malaysia and Indonesia accounting for much of the global palm oil production and in these countries 50% of deforestation is due to palm oil. Indeed 18.7m hectares is used for industrial palm oil and 25m for smallholders. That’s the same size as the United Kingdom. Twice.
· Loss of habitat for endangered species. Orangutans are on the IUCN Red List and the number of Borneo orangutans has declined by 25% in the last decade. At this rate they will be extinct in our lifetime and only 14,600 are left. Many more species are at risk. Rainforest destruction caused by palm oil plantations threatens 190 species on the ICUN Red list.
· Climate change. Tropical forests and peatland are cleared for palm oil plantations but Indonesian forests are incredible stores of carbon dioxide. So much so that they store more carbon per acre than the Amazon. Peatlands can hold 18-28 times as much carbon as the forest above them and these are often also cleared for unsustainable palm oil plantations. As a result of this tropical deforestation accounts for 15% of global warming pollution In fact, largely because of palm oil related deforestation, this makes Indonesia the world’s third largest emitter of global warming pollution as a result. Only China and the USA emit more.
· Social impact. Lack of consultation with local communities about what happens to their land and worker rights are also a risk on some palm oil plantations. A report from Friends of the Earth found that palm oil companies use forced labour.
· Air pollution. Each year, more than 100,000 deaths in Southeast Asia can be attributed to particulate matter exposure from landscape fires, many of which are peat fires.
Some people have decided to try to avoid palm oil. Most NGOs including WWF and Greenpeace do not recommend a boycott. This is because palm oil is extremely efficient in terms of yield per hectare. It is also very versatile in its uses. The concern is that if palm oil is boycotted, it will be replaced by other oils which are potentially more environmentally destructive. We will cover this issue further in the next activity.

Variants for different ages:
For younger children:  colouring or mask making
For older children: reading comprehension and they can play ‘Who am I?’ in groups

Useful links
https://www.carbonbrief.org/deforestation-in-the-tropics-affects-climate-around-the-world-study-finds
https://www.orangutans-sos.org/
http://www.forests4orangutans.org/
https://www.pri.org/stories/2016-12-30/indonesia-s-rapidly-disappearing-forests-four-charts
Activity ideas: 
READING COMPREHENSION
Children read a short story about deforestation and answer 3 questions. 
Materials
· Worksheet: Deforestation Reading Comprehension
[bookmark: _GoBack]WHO AM I? 
Divide the children into small groups. Tape a picture of one of the endangered animals to their forehead or backs without them seeing which one. Children take turns to figure out which animal they are by only asking yes or no questions (e.g. Do I have orange hair? Do I have tusks?). At the end, each child takes a turn saying what they think they are. Depending on the size of the class and time available you can do this collectively and ask a few pupils to guess who they are. 
Materials:
· Tape
· Pen
· Post its or
· Paper to print images of animals (provided by Giki)   

COLORING SHEETS
Children color their favorite animal. 
Materials: 
· Colored pencils or crayons
· Coloring sheets (provided by Giki) 
Sourced from: www.education.com/worksheets
ANIMAL MASKS
Children decorate and cut out animal masks.  
Materials needed: 
· Mask templates (provided by Giki) 
· A4 or Letter size paper to print
· Colored pencils or crayons
· Scissors
· Hole puncher
· Elastic string
· Tape
Mask templates sourced from:
www.supercolouring.com
www.firstpalette.com
https://www.woojr.com/printable-animal-masks-elephant-mask/
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