Giki Tools for schools assembly script
Introduction

Introduce yourself! If you are a volunteer explain who you are and why this is so important to you.

slide 1: Help everyone understand why palm oil matters

Questions to kick off with and get some good audience participation!
· How many of you have heard of palm oil? (ask for hands up)
· How many of you clean your teeth?
· How many of you eat chocolate?
So the chances are, all of us use palm oil a lot! So what is it?
Palm oil is a vegetable oil, a little like sunflower oil, or olive oil which you might have at home. It is used by all of us, because it’s found in our food, soap, toothpaste, chocolate, ice cream and it can even be used for fuel in our cars. 
It is very common in supermarket food.
But it causes a lot of problems for the environment and for animals.
Slide 2: This is what it looks like!
[bookmark: _GoBack]Palm oil comes from a tree. You can see the brown clusters at the bottom of the leaves>
Giki ideas: you could also explain that you can get palm kernel oil from the kernels, which are the little white seeds in the middle

Slide 3: where does it come from
Question suggestions:
· Who can see where we are on this map?
· Who knows which countries are shaded in red? (this is Indonesia in deep red, Malaysia in slightly lighter red)
It grows in many warm places, so south America, parts of Africa, but the vast majority grows in Indonesia and Malaysia on the other side of the world. It requires certain climate and soil to grow, it would be way too cold to grow it here.
Slide 4: where does it come from
Palm oil grows well in similar conditions to Rainforests. That means that rainforests are often removed to grow palm oil, 
slide 5: deforestation	
To grow palm oil, ancient forests are cleared with chainsaws and big machines.
This is called deforestation
Slide 6: forest clearance with fires
Fires are sometimes used to clear forests because it is quicker and it costs less money.

This is called DEFORESTATION – this is when humans clear forests, so that the land can be used to grow crops, build homes or for cows or other farm animals to live on.

Slide 7: This is what happens!
Ancient forests, which are home to thousands of animals and plants, are replaced by hundreds of miles of palm trees. This means that all the animals and plants that live in these forests are losing their homes and have nowhere to live. As a result many animals are becoming critically endangered.
Possible questions:
· Does anyone know what endangered means?
Endangered means there are not very many of them left living in the wild – and if the situation continues as it is, they are likely to become extinct – that means there won’t be any of them left in the wild. If an animal is classed as critically endangered, this means that they are facing an extremely high risk of extinction in the wild.

Slide 8: animals
The Bornean Orangutan is critically endangered because a lot of their homes have been cut down. This Orangutan lives in Borneo an island in the country of Indonesia. Orangutans live in forests and they need rainforests for their homes
Question 
· Put your hand up if you recognize this animal
Slide 9 animals
The same is true for the Sumatran Orangutan

Both these orangutans live in Malaysia and  Indonesia. Orangutans are highly intelligent and within the animal kingdom, they have some of the closest similarities with humans.
Slide 10 animals
The Tapanuli orangutan – was only discovered in the last few years and there are now only 800 left in the wild.
slide 11 animals

The Sumatran elephant is also critically endangered
slide 12 animals 
As well as the Bornean pygmy elephant, which is endangered
slide 13 animals
And the Sumatran Rhinoceros, which is critically endangered
slide 14: why do we use palm oil?
Question suggestions:
· How many of you are thinking at this moment, why on earth do we use palm oil?
It is a very fair question!  After all, it is grown on the other side of the world and because it is used so much, it causes lots of problems, but it is a very useful and versatile oil, which is used in lots of different ways – and that is why it is so popular!
slide 15 Pizzas
It makes the texture better in pizzas
slide 16: multiple product uses
It makes ice cream smooth and creamy
In shampoos, it is a conditioner and softener
It stays solid at room temperature in margarine and spreads
It makes lipstick smooth and hold its colour
It is used to pre-cook packed noodles
And in soaps, it removes dirt !

Slide 17: why don’t we use other oils instead?
There are lots of types of vegetable oil, but the problem is, they are not as good. They wouldn’t work as well as palm oil in most products and they could be even worse for the environment
Slide 18
That’s because palm oil is really efficient, you don’t need as much space to grow it as you would for other oils.
So If you need 100 litres of palm oil, you would need a space about the size of your classroom. But if you wanted to grow the same amount of sunflower oil, you would need a space the size of your whole playground!
So you see, that is one of the reasons palm oil is so popular and that is why we can’t just stop using palm oil, because if we replace it with other oils, the environmental effects might be just as bad or even worse!
Slide 19 Good news
Firstly all this feels a very long way away, so what can we actually do about it?
Well the good news is that although it happens far away, there is something we can do about it!
Most importantly, our voices and our actions do count! We can all make a difference and if we all do something together, that can make an even bigger difference!
What we need to use is palm oil that doesn’t destroy the environment, or threaten the lives of animals!
Slide 20: This is called sustainable palm oil
This is called sustainable palm oil. Sustainable palm oil is palm oil that is grown without destroying forests and animals’ homes. It has also been grown in a way that is fair to local people who live there – that means paying them a fair wage.
Slide 21: what can we all do today?
We can check whether the products we have at home have sustainable palm oil or are free from palm oil all together. 
Or next time your parents go shopping to replace these items, see if you can find a product with no palm oil or with sustainable palm oil instead. 
Ask parents to download the Giki app on their phone. This scans products to see whether it contains sustainable palm oil or not. 
If we all swap 10 or 20 products to sustainable palm oil or palm oil free then together we can start to make a difference!

Slide 22
And during other activities you’ll be doing, we can plan lots of other things we can do to make a difference! 

useful links
If you want more details on the growing process http://www.fao.org/3/t0309e/T0309E01.htm
Animals:
https://rhinos.org/species/sumatran-rhino/
https://www.worldwildlife.org/species/sumatran-elephant
https://www.worldwildlife.org/species/borneo-pygmy-elephant
https://www.worldwildlife.org/species/sumatran-tiger
https://orangutan.org/orangutan-facts/quick-orangutan-facts-figures/
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